
Seeds Of Creativity Flourish In A Derelict Covent Garden Building  
Thanks To New AA School Project 

 
Two weeks of unprecedented and unexpected collaborations within the creative industries 

FREE events include dance performances by New Movement; a debate organised by New Deal of 
the Mind (ND0TM) and a “Pecha Kucha” style event for young creatives to pitch their ideas to a range 

of experts 

April 2010, London: The Architectural Association’s Interprofessional Studio (AAIS) will take over a 
derelict building in the heart of Covent Garden for a highly unusual two-week long programme of 
genre-defying events, talks, and performances. Part architecture, part performance, part social and 
political debate, Seed to Scene (S2S) takes place from 18 – 31 May, and is inspired by the scalability 
of creative processes, from a seed of an idea which germinates to form ground-breaking and 
experimental collaborations. The aim of the project is to create new ways of bringing people together 
to form new and unexpected ideas and outcomes.  S2S will showcase live and active practice of an 
emerging professional terrain operating between disciplines.  

Now more than ever the creative industries need support and encouragement to ensure they continue 
to flourish and survive in difficult economic times. The creative industries are worth in excess of £50 
billion a year to the UK economy and within four years are expected to employ more people than 
financial services. S2S will play a key role in providing networks, advice and most importantly, 
inspiration to the next generation of young creative talent from all disciplines, not just architecture. 

Among the highlights of S2S will be a discussion of the importance of risk in creative innovation; a 
debate hosted by NDoTM (www.newdealofthemind.com) relating to their recent report Creative 
Survival in Hard Times; a dance performance from New Movement, a collective of choreographers 
with a long history of unusual collaborations and a careers surgery enabling young creative 
individuals and businesses to seek advice from established professionals. 

To produce S2S, the AAIS will collaborate with many professional individuals and companies 
including renowned film producer Rosa Bosch; Ben Wolff & Andy Dean, Grammy award- winning 
music producers (Music Technology Ltd); NDoTM which is a coalition of artists, entrepreneurs and 
policy makers which seeks to create new possibilities of work and employment for the creative 
industries and c/o pop, the organisers of Europe’s biggest conference for the creative industries in 
Cologne. 

The AA Interprofessional Studio (AAIS), which was launched in January 2009, is creating a new field 
of activity for the AA. Working on the margins of art, architecture and performance, the AAIS can 
reach professions, create partnerships and stimulate students that would not usually have the 
possibility of working with, or within, the AA. AAIS welcomes students from a very broad range of 
backgrounds and disciplines including artists, filmmakers, scenographers, architects, urban planners, 
landscape architects, engineers, product designers and graphic designers as well as managers, 
teachers and communicators. S2S is part of AAIS’s commitment to creating interdisciplinary projects 
which involve professionals from all kinds of backgrounds, and which support creative industries. 
AAIS is run by Theo Lorenz and Dr.Tanja Siems . 

Theo Lorenz, AAIS Programme Director said: “The creative industries have been one of the few 
areas of economic growth the UK has experienced in the past few years. We are dedicated to 
ensuring that this continues even in times of economic hardship. S2S is such an exciting project 
because the outcomes are entirely unpredictable. We expect some dynamic and surprising results to 
follow.” 

S2S Details: 
Venue: 1- 4 Dryden Street, London, WC2E 9NB  
Dates: 18 – 31 May 2010 
Booking Information: to reserve free tickets for any of the S2S events please email: s2s 
@aaschool.ac.uk 

http://www.newdealofthemind.com/


Due to the limited number of tickets available, tickets must be reserved in advance by email and 
names will be checked at the door.  

 

Press information 

Press releases and high resolution images can be downloaded from 
http://www.kallaway.co.uk/architectural-association-school.htm  

For further information please contact Anna Cusden: 020 7221 7883 / 
anna.cusden@kallaway.com  

S2S EVENTS PROGRAMME TO DATE (more events will be confirmed shortly) 

Tuesday 18 May 1400hrs – 1700hrs 
Casting Creativity is an ideas competition for young creative individuals and companies. The 
competition invites young creative individuals and companies to submit a single A3 sheet which 
outlines their ideas within the fields of: Future, Businesses, Communication, Risk and Technology. 15 
selected entries will present their ideas within the five different categories to a jury in a Pecha Kucha 
format. One entry from each category will then be invited to take part in the international C’n’B 
Creative Businesses Convention in Germany in June. Casting Creativity aims to establish an 
exchange platform for cross-border and cross-cultural business co-operation. 

How to apply: proposals should be sent in A3 format with by email to: s2s@aaschool.ac.uk  
or by post to: Architectural Association School of Architecture, Seed to Scene / AAIS, 36 Bedford 
Square, London WC1BES 
casting-creativity_AAIS.rtf 

Deadline: 10th May 2010 (arrival at AA School)  

Wednesday 19 May - 1400hrs – 1700hrs (TBC – or Thursday 20 May) 
Career Surgery Session – creative businesses or individuals can drop in to a careers surgery 
organised by NDoTM where experts will be on hand to provide advice on their creative ideas and 
business.  

Wednesday 19 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs (TBC – or Thursday 20 May) 
A debate organized by NDoTM around their recent report Creative Survival in Hard Times – the 
obstacles and barriers facing young artists and creative entrepreneurs. Speakers include Martin 
Bright, Founder and Chief Executive of NDoTM and along with Barbara Gunnell, co-author of the 
report; Kit Friend, Chairman of the Arts Group and Marcus Mason, Development Officer and Future 
Jobs Fund Manager at NDoTM.  

Thursday 20 May – 1400hrs – 1700hrs 
AAIS Workshop 
Showcase and discussion of this year’s AAIS work 

Thursday 20 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs 
Salon Talk 1 – Beyond a Genre 
Invited speakers will discuss how their respective profession is transformed when they have to apply it 
to a different genre, e.g. music used as a film score; video as interaction in relation to music; 
architecture as scenery and music as space.  

Friday 21 May – 1400hrs – 1600hrs 
Press Conference: Introduction to the S2S and AAIS, followed by one-to-one interviews.  

http://www.kallaway.co.uk/architectural-association-school.htm
mailto:anna.cusden@kallaway.co.uk


Friday 21 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs 
S2S Dance Performance – The series of performances will start with a site-specific dance 
performance by New Movement, a collective of choreographers and dancers who have performed 
within many of Europe’s leading companies including Rambert Dance Company, English National 
Ballet, Bonachela Dance, Goteburg Ballet and Scottish Dance amongst others. For this project, New 
Movement will include Patricia Okenwa, Clara Barbera, Gemma Nixon, Jonathan Goddard, Renaud 
Wiser and Joe Walkling. AAIS members, the dancers and Music Technology will develop 
choreography, narrative and sounds using and transforming the space into an environment that can 
only exist with all the spatial parameters present. 

Tuesday 25 May – 1400hrs – 153 0hrs 
AAIS Theatre Workshop 
Introduction to and discussion with the performing artists of the night 

Tuesday 25 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs 
Theatre Performances 

Thursday 27 May – 1400hrs – 1700hrs 
AAIS Workshop 
Showcase and discussion of this year’s AAIS work 

Thursday 27 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs 
RISK – Creative work usually attempts the “almost impossible” and therefore the risk of initial failure 
becomes one of the key driving forces of lasting innovation. This discussion between experts in their 
field will focus on the importance of risk to achieve innovative and unique results to make the 
impossible, possible. 

Friday 28 May – 1400hrs – 1700hrs 
AAIS Workshop 
Showcase and discussion of the year’s AAIS work 

Friday 28 May – 1800hrs – 2200hrs 
LIVE MUSIC ACT (Presented by Music Technology Ltd)  

Monday 31 May 1800 hrs – 1930 hrs 
S2S Dance Performance 2 – A final site-specific dance performance by New Movement, a collective 
of choreographers and dancers who have performed within many of Europe’s leading companies 
including Rambert Dance Company, English National Ballet, Bonachela Dance, Goteburg Ballet and 
Scottish Dance amongst others. For this project, New Movement will include Patricia Okenwa, Clara 
Barbera, Gemma Nixon, Jonathan Goddard, Renaud Wiser and Joe Walkling. AAIS members, the 
dancers and Music Technology will develop choreography, narrative and sounds using and 
transforming the space into an environment that can only exist with all the spatial parameters present. 

Monday 31 May 2000 - 2200 hrs 
Closing Party 

Notes to Editors 
The Architectural Association School is the world’s most renowned international and influential school 
of architecture. Since 1847 it has pioneered a belief in architecture as profession, culture and form of 
human enquiry and is credited with fostering the creation of worldwide leaders of architecture.  

AA School alumni include architectural leaders Zaha Hadid, Rem Koolhaas, Lord Rogers, Will Alsop 
and many others. Through its unique, year-long, unit based system of teaching, direct intervention in 
cities and its intensively collaborative team based approach to learning, the school brings together 
disconnected worlds, fresh ideas and inspiring insights. The AA School is celebrated worldwide as an 
imaginative setting for architectural culture.  

END OF ALL 


